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Within the network of the above Arterials and Collectors are a number of urban and rural
local roads that feed the collectors and arterials.

Maps 6-1 and 6-2
SHAWNEE TOWNSHIP: FUNCTIONAL CLASSIFICATION

Map 6-2 depicts the jurisdiction responsible for each roadway. The Ohio Department of
Transportation is responsible for State Routes 117 and 501, and Allen County’s Highway
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Department maintains the County Routes that include Shawnee, Fort Amanda, Buckeye, and
Breese Roads.

Table 6-1, below, quantifies the mileage for each classification by its responsible jurisdiction.
As the table indicates, the Ohio Department of Transportation is responsible for 10.49 miles
of highway, the County has 19.11 miles of roadway, and the Township has 58.64 miles of
roads to maintain, ranging from urban minor arterials to rural local roads. The largest
portion of the Township’s responsibility, by far, is with urban local streets, which account
for just over 43 miles of roadway, much of which are in residential subdivisions or more
traditional township roads following the historic grid pattern.

TABLE 6-1
ROADWAY MILEAGE BY FUNCTIONAL CLASS & JURISDICTION

Functional Class State Routes County Township Municipal
Total
Miles

Urban Principal Arterial – Other 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Urban Minor Arterial 4.06 8.48 0.37 0.00 12.91
Urban Collector 2.32 3.83 0.26 0.00 6.41
Urban Local 0.00 1.75 43.04 0.00 44.79
Rural Minor Arterial 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Rural Major Collector 4.11 1.88 0.00 0.00 5.99
Rural Minor Collector 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Rural Local 0.00 3.17 14.97 0.00 18.14
Total Miles 10.49 19.11 58.64 0.00 88.24

Indeed, in total, of the 88.24 miles of roadway described in the above table, just over half
(44.79 miles) consists of urban local roads, and another 18.14 miles are rural local roads.

Traffic Counts on State Routes

The Ohio Department of Transportation provides periodic 24-hour traffic counts at
specified points along State and Federal highways. The most recent traffic count for Allen
County was in 2005. The following table provides traffic count data for State Routes 117
and 501, comparing the 1999 count with 2005.

TABLE 6-2
ODOT TRAFFIC COUNTS, 1999 AND 2005

1999 2005
Pass & A
Comm

B & C
Comm

Total
Vehicles

Pass & A
Comm

B & C
Comm

Total
Vehicles

S.R. 117 at…
SR 198 3970 150 4120 3880 140 4020
SR 501 5840 230 6070 5750 200 5950
T-149 (Seriff Rd.) 6700 260 6960 6980 220 7200
C-152 (Shawnee Rd.) 14930 540 15470 15970 420 16390
W. Corp. Lima Cable Rd. 7840 300 8140 7690 180 7870

S.R. 501 at…
Auglaize County Line 3120 120 3240 3300 90 3390
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Table 6-2 indicates that vehicle counts are greatest within the Township along SR 117 at its
intersection with Shawnee Road, where vehicle counts are twice as large as they are at the
next location. This indicates that much traffic is then absorbed through turning movements
onto Shawnee Road and to destinations within the Township in the vicinity of this
intersection. This very intersection is the subject of an ODOT study that is well underway,
to select from among alternative methods to accommodate the traffic flow and increase
capacity along the Shawnee Road corridor.

Deficient Pavement Widths

TABLE 6-3
DEFICIENT PAVEMENT WIDTH IN SHAWNEE TOWNSHIP

Deficient Pavement
Width

Urban
Minor Art.

Urban
Collector

Urban
Local

Rural Minor
Collector Rural Local

Total
Miles

6 0.00 0.00 0.09 0.00 0.00 0.09
5 0.00 0.00 0.35 0.00 0.00 0.35
4 0.00 0.00 2.45 0.00 1.27 3.72
3 0.00 0.25 6.71 0.00 5.81 12.77
2 4.72 2.77 8.39 0.00 6.92 22.8
1 0.00 2.87 2.25 0.00 0.00 5.12

Total Miles 4.72 5.89 20.24 0.00 14.0 44.85

Roadway pavement widths are monitored for their compliance with Federal Design
Standards. Table 6-3, above, identifies 44.85 miles of deficient roadway related to pavement
width by functional classification. Of this total, 20.24 miles of deficient roadway are along
urban local streets, typically within residential subdivisions, and another 14 miles are along
rural local streets. Map 6-3 on page 6-5 provides a location of the deficient roadways within
the Township, with color codes depicting the number of feet by which the pavement is
deficient. As on can see from the map, the deficiencies are dispersed throughout the
Township.

Map 6-4 on page 6-6 identifies the Township’s two deficient bridges. Perhaps most notable
is the bridge serving Shawnee Road at its intersection with S.R. 117. As noted previously,
this bridge and the intersection and traffic control device at that intersection are all the
subject of a study commissioned by the Ohio Department of Transportation, and alternative
designs for the intersection are being analyzed.

The second deficient bridge identified on page 6-6 is in the extreme northeast portion of the
Township, along Dixie Highway, serving the industrial area along that roadway.
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MAP 6-3
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MAP 6-4

High Crash Incidence Intersections
Shawnee Township’s most high-incident crash intersections between 2002 and 2004 were at
the intersection of Ft. Amanda and Shawnee Roads, and at the intersection of Cable and
Spencerville Roads. Both totaled twenty-four reported crashes over those three years.

More recently, the Lima Allen Regional Planning Commission conducted a Traffic Crash
Incident Summary Report that found that, in 2006, 247 of Allen County’s 3,904 reported
crashes (or 6.3 percent) occurred in Shawnee Township, resulting in one death, 78 injuries
(52 crashes involved injuries), and 194 property damage only crashes.
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A ten-year summary covering the years from 1997 to 2006 found Shawnee Township to
have a ten-year annual average of 253 reportable crashes: one fatal, 61 with injuries, and 191
property damage crashes. Over the ten years covered, the number of crashes ranged from
198 (in 1998) to 314 (in 1999).

Another table in the October 2007 crash incident summary report listed eleven intersections
that were the scene of five or more crashes between 2004 and 2006. They were as follows:

TABLE 6-4
CRASH INTERSECTION LOCATIONS (2004-2006)

Rank Intersection Frequency
1 Ft. Amanda and Shawnee 21
2 Spencerville and Wapak 18
3 Buckeye and Ft. Amanda 9
4 Copus and Spencerville 8
4 Ft. Amanda and Wapak 8
4 Ft. Amanda and Yoakam 8
5 Shawnee and Spencerville 7
5 Shawnee and Zurmehly 7
6 Adgate and Shawnee 5
6 Breese and Wapak 5
6 Cam Ct. and Shawnee 5

The above intersections are spread throughout the Township, with three along the westerly
Wapak (SR 501) corridor, three along SR 117, four along Ft. Amanda Rd., and five along the
Shawnee corridor between SR 117 and Zurmehly Road. The Ft. Amanda and Shawnee
intersection remained the most frequent site of crashes for both the 2002-2004 and 2004-
2006 analysis. Plans and implementation are underway for better controls at the
Spencerville/Wapak (State Routes 117 and 501) intersection.

Shawnee Township’s Road Department

Shawnee Township is responsible for the maintenance of 56.15 miles of Township roadway.
The Township operates with a workforce of one supervisor and four laborers. Equipment
currently includes two 1-ton and two single axle dump trucks, a backhoe, two chippers, and
two leaf machines. In addition to road maintenance, the responsibilities of the department
include collecting leaves in the fall, plowing snow (where it takes twelve to fourteen hours to
plow the main roads and every subdivision once), and repair and maintenance of storm
drainage lines (where a reported ten to twelve tiles need repairs currently).

The department improves roadways to the extent allowed by their budget, and with the
addition of matching grant funds from Issue 1 or other sources. In 2007, the department
was able to upgrade approximately 2.1 miles of roadway, and in 2008, another 4.5 miles was
paved, with the assistance of Issue 1 funds.

The Township performs an annual assessment of the roadway system with the County
Engineer to determine priorities and needs for road improvements and repaving or
reconstruction. Current priorities include a need to improve Zurmehly Road by reducing the
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curve in the road and removing some trees along the right of way. There is also a
recognized need for better control of traffic at the intersection of State Routes 117 and 501.

Public Transit in Shawnee Township

Allen County Regional Transit Authority (ACRTA) provides fixed route public transit within
the City of Lima. These fixed routes do not extend into Shawnee Township. However,
ACRTA’s UPLIFT paratransit service is provided to mobility impaired residents of the
County within a three-mile radius of the fixed route service. The service area thus includes
many of the households and subdivisions within the northern portion of Shawnee
Township, as depicted below. Service is provided to qualified individuals on the same day
and same hours as fixed route service, although trip requests may be scheduled through an
answering machine during non-office hours.

MAP 6-5

Transportation Planning: Statewide Issues

The Ohio Department of Transportation, in their planning document, “Access Ohio 2004-
2030”, pointed out some large demographic trends that will impact transportation patterns
for years to come. The report noted that Ohio’s population is shifting more than it is
growing, with an overall pattern of some decentralization of the population, spreading out
and creating a new configuration of urban boundaries. The resulting lower development
density results in an increased dependence on the private automobile and growing demand
on the State’s highway system. A longer driving distance may extend peak commuting
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periods. ODOT also envisioned a trend toward increased single-occupancy driving and
vehicle miles traveled.

Another trend is that Ohio’s population is aging, and that the aging “baby boom” population
includes approximately one-third of the state’s total population. It was projected that
between 2000 and 2030, the number of those over 65 years of age will increase by 750,000 or
49.8 percent, and those aged 35-54 will decrease by about 250,000 or 7.4 percent. This
suggests that there will be fewer people in the traditional workforce making trips during peak
travel times. Also, an increase in the number of older drivers may result in a greater mid-day
peak.

Although people over age 65 make 22 percent fewer overall trips than younger people, their
number of non-work trips is comparable to those made by people aged under 65. It is found
that older men make substantially more non-work trips and travel slightly more miles than
younger men, but because of their flexibility, they tend to avoid peak times and make most
of their trips between 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.

Between 1990 and 2000, the number of households in Ohio grew 8.7 percent, approaching
twice the rate of increase in general population growth of 4.7 percent. In 2000, Ohio’s
average household size was 2.49 persons, less than the national average of 2.59 persons, and
this trend toward smaller household size, already noted for Shawnee Township, is expected
to contribute to an increase in the number of vehicle trips per person.

Between 1960 and 2000, the number of registered vehicles in Ohio grew by 264 percent,
from 3.9 million to 10.3 million. More recently, the number of registered vehicles has
exceeded the number of people in Ohio, with 11.9 million vehicles registered in Ohio in
2002, including 8.3million passenger cars, 1.7 million noncommercial trucks, and 900,000
commercial vehicles. Rates of automobile ownership in Ohio are not expected to increase as
rapidly as they have in the past because the U.S. market for automobiles is expected to reach
a saturation point between 2015 and 2025.

Since the publication of the 2004 report by the Ohio Department of Transportation, world
oil prices and the price of gasoline have increased dramatically, and the upward price trend is
expected to continue as world supplies become scarce and demand expands. The full impact
of the cost of transportation fuel and the true elasticity of demand for gasoline remain
unknown, but it is expected that continued price increases should result in a lessening of
trips and vehicle miles traveled as trip purposes are combined and people share vehicles.
This impact may partly counteract the projected increases in vehicle trips, and may also lead
to an increase in development density, as practices such as infill development become more
financially warranted.

Transportation Planning: County-Wide Issues

Transportation planning functions are carried out in Allen County by the Lima Allen
Regional Planning Commission. Their most current long range plan, the 2030 Long Range
Transportation Plan, is intended to identify socioeconomic trends affecting transportation;
identify existing transportation characteristics, including current operating conditions and
deficiencies; identify and assess alternatives and recommend methods and actions to alleviate
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Goal 1: Develop a safe and efficient transportation system

(1) Preserve and maintain the capacity of the existing transportation system;
(2) Systematically rehabilitate, reconstruct and improve the region’s existing transportation
infrastructure to provide satisfactory levels of service (LOS C); (3) Protect existing
transportation corridors including rights-of-way for future transportation improvements;
(4) Reduce at-grade rail crossing delays experienced within urban areas and develop at-grade
separation to ensure the necessary access for fire, police and emergency medical services.

Goal 2: Develop a transportation system which will support and strengthen economic
development initiatives within Allen County.

(1) Advance transportation infrastructure improvements which support industrial
development initiatives and the creation of jobs; (2) Implement transportation infrastructure
improvements which promote Center City and Central Business District revitalization within
the City of Lima; (3) Support and enhance the development of freight and passenger traffic
with intermodal facilities through the integration of transit, highway and rail infrastructure;
(4) Use transportation facilities, enhancements and services to support and promote tourism
in Allen County; (5) Provide public transportation to employment sites and institutions in
Allen County.

Goal 3: Coordinate transportation facilities and land use in order to promote
desirable development patterns within Allen County with a priority placed on urban
revitalization and reinvestment.

(1) Promote transportation improvements which will minimize adverse land use effects on
neighborhoods, existing activity centers as well as historical and cultural sites; (2) Promote
reinvestment in present urban areas over continued suburban expansion.

Goal 4: Generate a transportation system which will minimize adverse environmental
impacts.

(1) Undertake the development of transportation facilities and related improvements which
will tend to decrease single occupant vehicle commuters and vehicle miles traveled; (2)
Evaluate and recommend transportation related improvements which will ensure compliance
with existing air quality standards; (3) Advocate transportation related improvements which
preserve the quality and aesthetics of environmentally sensitive areas.

Goal 5: Create a transportation system which is fully integrated and which will
provide adequate mobility and mode choice for all persons.

(1) Ensure system connectivity between modes; (2) Integrate multiple modal choices within
the transportation system including such options as transit, passenger rail, bikeways and
pedestrian travel; (3) Establish transit routes and bikeways within reasonable distance to
major residential, commercial, industrial and recreational/institutional centers; (4) Ensure
equal opportunity and access to transportation improvements and related services to




