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Chapter 1: Shawnee Township — Site and Setting

Shawnee Township encompasses 29.3 square miles, and is located adjacent to and southwest
of the City of Lima. It includes the Village of Fort Shawnee, which accounts for 7.2 square
miles of the Township’s area, leaving an unincorporated area of 22.1 square miles. The
Township’s location is depicted on the Allen County Base Map which follows:

ALLEN COUNTY BASE MAP

LIMA - ALLEN COUNTY
FEGIONAL FLANNING
COMMISSION

Shawnee Township is located in the center of the southern tier of townships, bordering
Auglaize County to the south. Portions of the Township have been annexed to the City of
Lima to the north.

Growth and development of the township has been influenced by its proximity to the City
of Lima, the County and region’s largest urbanized area, and by the retail growth witnessed
just west of Lima (and north of Shawnee Township) in American Township. Further
development has been a function of the alignment of a major interstate highway, 1-75, within
Fort Shawnee. 1-75 links the Lima area to Toledo and Detroit to the north, and to Dayton,
Cincinnati, and more southerly destinations to the south. The presence and proximity of an
Interstate highway with an intersection at Breese Road in Fort Shawnee presents further
opportunity for future development.

The character and predominant land use of Shawnee Township changes dramatically as one
travels from northeast to southwest, away from Lima. At the northeastern corner, the
predominant land use is heavy industry, with the Husky Lima Refinery, employing 400, and
the nearby Joint Systems Manufacturing Center, managed by General Dynamics for the
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Department of Defense and employing 1,000. A number of other industrial concerns are
located in this portion of the township.

To the south and west, the Township can best be described as an attractive “bedroom
community”, as its historic grid pattern of township roads has been filled in with winding
roads and cul de sacs for the numerous residential subdivisions that have been developed
over the past few decades.

To serve the convenience needs of the residents of these subdivisions and of nearby Fort
Shawnee, a significant stretch of Shawnee Road has grown as a commercial and service
corridor, with a growing number of businesses, offices, commercial establishments, and
restaurants. Shawnee Road can be considered the commercial center of the Township. East
of the township, highway oriented businesses, including an industrial park and such high-
exposure businesses as a Harley-Davidson distributorship, have been established within
close proximity of 1-75. Farther south and west, beyond the subdivisions, the township
becomes primarily agricultural, with a number of farms capitalizing on the prime farmland of
the area.

The regional context in which the Township is situated ranges from the urbanized area
directly to the northeast, and a regional suburban commercial center that pulls business from
Shawnee Township, to the northwest in American Township, to primarily agricultural land
uses to the south and west. The Village of Cridersville (2000 population: 1,817) is just south
of the Township in Auglaize County.

Land Use and Conversion Patterns

Land use conversion and development in the Township has been a function of particular
attributes of any given parcel, including its access or proximity to utilities, roadways,
waterways, services, and markets. The proximity of the Township to the employment,
shopping, and cultural center of Lima, coupled with its relatively rural setting and a limited
number of environmental constraints, has served it well as a growing residential center.

General classifications of economic land uses typically include agricultural, commercial,
industrial, residential, recreational, utility/transportation, and public/quasi public land use
patterns. Table 1-1 presents the relative scale of these land uses as of 2008.

Interestingly, agriculture still consumes virtually half of the Township’s acreage, or 6,710
acres, with 168 parcels averaging 39.9 acres. Residential use accounts for another 4,297
acres, or 30.4 percent of the Township’s total area. According to the 2008 data, there were
3,640 residential parcels averaging 1.2 acres, representing relatively large, suburban lots.

Industry accounted for another 1,096.2 acres (or 7.8 percent of total area, on 71 parcels) and
commercial uses took up 341 acres (2.4 percent) on 134 parcels. Public, quasi-public,
recreational (including a metro park) and railroad uses accounted for another 1,426.6 acres,
or 10.1 percent of the Township’s land area, in total.
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While Table 1-1, below, offers a static view of the relative size of each land use, Table 1-2
(also below) provides a look at dynamic changes in land use over time.

TABLE 1-1
SHAWNEE TOWNSHIP:
LAND USE BY TYPE, ACRES AND PARCELS

Land Use Type Total Percent of Total Percent Mean Parcel
Acres Total Area Parcels Total Parcels | Size

Shawnee Township 14,140.8 100.0 4,149 100.0 3.4
Agricultural Uses 6,710.5 475 168 4.0 39.9
Commercial Uses 341.2 2.4 134 3.2 2.5
Industrial Uses 1,096.2 7.8 71 1.7 154
Residential uses 4,296.7 304 3,640 87.7 1.2
Public/Quasi Public 815.5 5.8 60 14 135
Uses

Recreational Uses 445.3 3.1 8 0.2 55.7
Railroad 165.8 1.2 21 05 6.1
Unassigned 269.5 1.9 47 11 5.7

Note: Land use, acreage and parcel data is reflective of 2008 Allen County Auditor data. Such data
incorporates acreage consumed by land supporting transportation activities, some overlap also exists
between agricultural and residential due to residential and farming uses occurring on the same
parcels. Statistical accuracy assumed at 98th percentile.

TABLE 1-2
SHAWNEE TOWNSHIP LAND USE CHANGE 2002 — 2008

Land Use by Type and Acreage
Year Residential Commercial Industrial Agricultural
2002 4,000.6 327.5 1,088.2 7,101.2
2008 4,296.7 341.2 1,096.2 6,710.5
Net Gain/Loss 296.1 13.7 8.0 -390.7

As shown in Table 1-2, residential use increased by 296 acres and commercial by 13.7, while
just under 400 acres were taken out of agricultural production between 2002 and 2008. This
pattern of loss of agricultural use to residential growth is typical for areas such as Shawnee
Township, which could be categorized as suburban, or at the edge of an urbanized area.
Industrial growth added only eight acres to that use over the noted time period. Natural
features of the Township are described in more detail in Chapter 3.

Township Government

Shawnee Township is governed by a three-member, elected Board of Township Trustees,
each with a four-year term, and an elected Township Clerk, who also serves a four-year term.
Map 1-2 (next page) provides an aerial view of Shawnee Township.

Shawnee Township provides a number of services often associated with a municipal
government. In addition to an active Roads department that handles Township road
maintenance, snow plowing, and related work, the Township supports a full-time Police
Department and Fire Department. There is also a Zoning Administrator on staff.
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